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chauvinistic impulses of their subjects, I fear that the
international revolutionary and social struggles which will
have to be fought out will be all the more dangerous, and
take such a form that the victory on the part of monarch-
ical order will be more difficult. Since 1871 I have
sought for the most certain assurance against those strug-
gles in the alliance of the three Emperors, and also in the
effort to impart to the monarchical principle in Italy a
firm support in that alliance. I was not without hope of
a lasting success when the meeting of the three Emperors
took place at Berlin in September 1872, and this was fol-
lowed by the visits of my Emperor to St. Petersburg in
May, of the King of Italy to Berlin in September, and of
the German Emperor to Vienna in the October of the next
year. The first clouding over of that hope was caused in
1875 by the provocations of Prince Gortchakoff,' who
spread the lie that we intended to fall upon France before
she had recovered from her wounds.

At the time of the Luxemburg question (1867) I was
on principle an adversary of preventive wars, that is, of
offensive wars to be waged because we thought that later
on we should have to wage them against an enemy who
would be better prepared. According to the views of our
military men it was probable that in 1875 we should have
conquered France; but it was not so probable that the
other Powers would have remained neutral. Even during
the last months of the negotiations at Versailles the danger
of European intervention had been daily a cause of anxiety
to me, and the apparent hatefulness of an attack under-
taken merely in order not to give France time to recover
her breath would have offered a welcome pretext first for

1 Cf. chap. xxvi. supra, p. 189.
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